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. Washinglon.

The best-Known Knight in
Washington, tinlike the para-
gon of Chaticer’s tale, may be
“yerray par(it” but sheis 1of
the least bit “gentil”” Diss
Frances Knight, divector of
the United States Passport Of-
fice for 16 yeass, is & hards
boiled egg, well scasoned with
salt and pappar, and she i3 an
absolute delight,

fhis weckend finds WMiss
Kuight in Florida with her

]

millicnaire hushand, publisher

" Wayue Perrish, putlering

around -the retivement home
they have in mind at Hobe
Saund. The prospect that the
lady may cven by enntemplal-
jng vetirement wilk gladden a

few hearts in the State Da-

partmert and o1 the 1M, bl
it will depress the legions of
Miss Knight’s admivers. One
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is inclined to encourage an
outpouring  of letlers {0
Frances: “Say it isn'l s0.”

She was in a low when 1
Tunched with hier a few days
aga, end thid wos endly out of

. character. Ordinarily she flies

ag high 23 a flag on & windy
day. An attack in the New
York Times had her spiits
drooping, but her foes should
not he too encouit o, By the
time she got back to her of-
fice, she was in full fighting
form. :
Phe Times was giving her &
hard time for its belated dis-
covery last month that #Pass-
port Office Tias Seccet Files.”
The gist of the slery was that
Miss Kuight's office maintains
what is known as a “lookot
file”  comprising 243,
names. To the Times this wos
«“Raw Material for Snoopers.”

In point of fact, the lookout
file §s not new. 1t has beca
maintainad, in one ferm or
another, for meiy years. 1ts
exiatonce mever has becn 2
secret; and until tha Timnes
began heaving and howling,
about the only public criticis
had come from the Warre
Commission on the assassing
tion of John Kennedy. In tie
matter of Lec Oswald, gaid
the commission, the systemn
was “obviously delicient.”

In the mainionance of this
common-gense  okout, the

‘Passport Qfiiea functions in

an  zdministrative  capacity
only: It places a flaz on
names sent to it by the courts,
FBI, CIA and Secret Serv e
and when gne of the names

turns up on a passport appli-

L

calion, that factis reported to
the agency concerned. The
Passport Ofiic. maintains no
dossiers, underlakes no swe
veillanca and routinely issues
paszports tnless it finds coiny
pelling reasoi uot to. '

Moy of the names in the
ookout file have endnserted

Ty the FBI as “known or sus-
pacted Communists or subver-
sives.” This troubles the New
york Times, which chevisies
tha breathless illusion that all

. men must he considerad nno-

cent untll proved guily I
court, but it will not troubld

arsous who live in the real
vorld, Of cowrse Iaw enforce-
ment agencies must keep an
eye on suspiccts; they would
be decelict if they dida’t.

The logkout [ffe also con-
tains nzmes of persons avhiose
U.S. cilizenship is doubtful.
The list cobraces fugiilves
from justice, drafl dodgers
and {hose sotight by courls for
deserlion or failure to wain-
tain child custody, Still an-
other category lakes in per-
cang who have theeatened the
lite of the President.

The Times and the lookout
file are the least of Miss
Kunighl's troubles. Her office is
strugzling to maintaiy its out-
standing performence record
against a formidable increase
in foreizn iravel. Last year
saw Lo millioa passports is-
sued; the nuwmber will be
much larger this year.

But it is the sheer obsidian
natine of hureaucracy that is
bezinniag- to get lo her. Miss
Knight finds hersell arrayed,
rauch of the lime, against her
superiors in the State Depart-
ynent. She is petted with ma-
movanda from her boss. She
has proposed some bold inno-
vations in (e whole business
of issuing passoorts, but she is
getting nowhere with them. A
deserved reise in grade and
pay, long overdie, still is

denied her. But quit? Not yet.

Over hor desk is @ familiar
Lalin motto. Loosely translat-
ed, it reads. “Don’t lot the
bastards grind you down.” It’s
great aevice for a doughly
Knight  whese armor  gets
more batlercd all the tiwe.
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